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May 24, 2010 
LEGISLTIVE WRAPUP . . . 
House Bill 10-1325 was signed early in the in the session – March 18th.  Why so early?  HB 1325 becomes law upon signature of the Governor, and could mean transfer of as much as $1 million to the General Fund.  The source of that money is a portion of the interest earned on certain settlement moneys that Colorado receives from the $17.4 million settlement with Shell Oil Company and the U. S. Army for natural resource damages at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal.  

Senate Bill 10-089 was killed early in the session on February 16th.  SB 089 would have created the “Religious Bill of Rights for Individuals Connected to Public Schools Act.”  

Senate Bill 10-105 was also killed early in the session on February 11th.  Had it passed, SB 105 would have prohibited elected state officials and their employees from spending public money on any print or visual media announcement, broadcast, website, or similar type of public communication that refers to the elected official or his or her employees by name or likeness.  The Legislative Council’s analysis included the point that the bill “could increase costs to state agencies, the General Assembly and other affected institutions to modify websites, documents and other communications to remove images of elected officials to comply with the bill.”  No figure was available on the dollar value of “free advertising” this type of public communication translates to for elected officials, especially in an election year for an incumbent.  
House Bill 10-1024 was signed by the Governor on April 15th, and takes effect August 11, 2010, provided no referendum petition is filed.  HB 1024 eliminates the ability of advanced practice nurses to declare patients terminally ill, a provision that was in a bill passed during the 2008 legislative session – House Bill 08-1061 – and leaves such ability to the sole discretion of a physician.  
House Bill 10-1025, signed by the Governor on April 15th, takes effect August 11, 2010, provided no referendum is filed.  HB 1025 updates the “Colorado Medical Treatment Decision Act,” modifies certain medical terms, and adds a new term, “persistent vegetative state,” to the Act in order to clarify different medical conditions under which the Act is to apply.  The bill also removes from state statute the legal form for declaration as to medical or surgical treatment.  
House Bill 10-1062, signed on April 21st, takes effect on August 11, 2010, provided no referendum is filed.  House Bill 1062 allows counties to purchase crime insurance coverage in lieu of surety bonds to protect against potential malfeasance by county officers, their deputies and certain employees while in office.  County Commissioners, Clerks and Records, Sheriffs, Coroners, Treasurers, Assessors and Surveyors fall under the “county officers” classification.  HGB 1062 also requires that a county officer who collects monies must transfer them to the county treasurer within 30 days of receipt.  So, gone are the days when elected officials were responsible for meeting bond requirements to take office – taxpayers will now foot the bill for crime insurance.  No word as to whether a background check will be required by insurance companies prior to issuing such policies.  

House Bill 10-1107 became effective upon the Governor’s signature – April 15th – and applies to urban renewal plans approved or substantially modified on or after that date.  HB 1107 will mean at least “some” restraints on abuse by urban renewal authorities such as Arvada, perhaps the most blatantly abusive of all metro municipalities.  Certain exceptions apply, but otherwise, “no area that has been designated as an urban renewal area (URA) shall contain any agricultural land.”  County assessors are authorized to notify municipalities when determination is made that agricultural land has been improperly included in an URA.  Failure to deliver such notice within 30 days subjects the land included in an URA to lawsuit.  
House Bill 10-1012 was killed May 6th.  The bill, if it had passed, would have imposed limitations on an insurer or employer using surveillance on employees who submit a workers’ compensation claim.  
House Bill 10-1179 was also killed, a victim most likely because it would have expanded the availability of primary care service throughout Colorado, despite estimated state expenditures of $56,250.00 in Fiscal Year 2010-2011, and $18,750.00 in Fiscal year 2011-2012.  Expansion of existing programs or new programs faced a tough battle this session.  

Senate Bill 10-094 was signed by the Governor on May 18th, and takes effect on August 11, 2010, provided no referendum petition is filed.  The bill clarifies that the requirements to purchase art applies to public construction projects that are funded through lease-purchase agreements.  Under law now in place before SB 094 takes effect, Arts in Public Places Program required that an amount equal to one percent of the construction costs for a public construction project was interpreted to allow exclusion of projects funded through lease-purchase agreements.  SB 094 exempts certain types of projects such as agricultural facilities construction, public and charter school construction, redevelopment and clean-up of contaminated sites and controlled maintenance of existing facilities.  
House Bill 10-1204, signed by the Governor on April 5th, takes effect on August 11, 2010, provided no referendum petition is filed.  HB 1204 requires the State Board of Examining Plumbers to add conservation measures to the state code.  Conservation in this context includes water efficiency fixtures and installation guidelines that meet or exceed national standards.  A new twist for this session – the bill encourages the use of locally produced materials.  
Senate Bill 10-160 was killed early in the session.  The bill would have allowed a Medicaid eligible person (age 55 and older) to accept an amount equivalent to 70 percent of the medical assistance benefits the person would have received in a traditional Medicaid program.  The incentives for the Medicaid eligible persons are being able to choose any provider in the state, and the state waives all estate recovery methods from the participant’s family after the participant dies.  This would have been a complicated one to implement and required receiving federal authorization to implement before even beginning the state level aspects.  
House Bill 10-1158, a renewable energy bill, was killed early in the session.  It would have clarified several aspects of ownership and right to use wind that blows across real property.  Believe it or not, the bill would have allowed wind rights to be “severed” or separated from the land and sold or leased as mineral rights are.  
    The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.  
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